June 27, 2016
Summer Greetings Steubenville NW Group Leaders!!
The Steubenville NW conference weekend is just a month away!!  I hope you are all as excited as I am!  

Hopefully all of your group members have been entered into the online registration system.  Remember,
this generates each person’s liability form and MANDATORY for admittance into the conference.  Your portal

must accurately reflect ALL group members.  No new participants will be accepted after July 15 unless you are substituting someone of the same role and gender as a person dropping.

Just a reminder… we will be walking “off campus” a bit, so supervision is of utmost importance.  No teen is allowed outside of the venue without being accompanied by an adult.  Our lunch and dinner on Saturday are going to be catered at Riverfront Park, which is right next to the venue and a great place to get out and run around after sitting so much.  Additionally, if you so choose, your group members may be walking between Gonzaga and the Convention Center (see below).  As a result, a preparatory talk to your chaperones and youth reviewing responsibilities and expectations is probably a good idea.  Teens are the responsibility of the adults in their group, not the Steubenville NW staff, the Gonzaga staff, nor the Convention Center staff.  
WHAT TO BRING:  
· Bedding/Sleeping bag

· Pillow

· Toiletries and bath towel 
· Flip-flops for the shower floor (and to kneel on at Adoration!)
· Soap and hand towel for the bathroom sinks!

· Flashlight (if you are planning on walking between the dorms and conference venue)
· Journal, Bible, etc.

· Frisbee, ball, etc. (to play with in the park during free time)

· Spending money (for the bookstore, pizza at bedtime…)

· Small fan (the dorms can get warm during hot weather – check the forecast)

Please DO NOT bring iPods, cell phones, anything that could distract you.
CLOTHING:  Conference participants are expected to dress in a fashion that represents modesty and good taste.  Clothing must cover all undergarments and midriffs.  Bikini tops, low cut tops, mini-skirts, short shorts, extremely saggy pants, or other inappropriate attire are not to be worn at any time during the conference.  Clothing with vulgar or offensive language or obscene pictures will not be permitted.  Also, since you will be sleeping and showering in a dorm setting, a bathrobe and rubber flip-flops would be a good idea.
DORMS:  We are occupying 10-12 dorms on campus.  BJC (Coughlin), C-M, CR, DI, and GO are co-ed.  CH, WE, and MA are female only.  AL and LI are male only.  NO MALES ARE ALLOWED ON FEMALE FLOORS, AND NO FEMALES ARE ALLOWED ON MALE FLOORS FOR ANY REASON!  If you need to meet up, do so in the lobby.

Breakfast comes early, so please be in your rooms and quiet by midnight.  Lastly, remind your youth that

beds and other furniture are not to be moved around.  
WHEN TO ARRIVE:  Check-in will begin at 1:30 pm on Friday, July 31 and continue until 4:00 pm.  The location will be the brand new Hemmingson Center, under the rotunda.  When you arrive, there will be two stations:  Dorm Check-in and Registration Check-in.  Be prepared to sign off on all the dorm keys for your group.  (When you return them, you will have to account for every single one.)  Packets and water bottles will be dispensed at the Registration Check-in.  This is also where you will turn in your signed Codes of Conduct,

pay any outstanding balance, and give me a hug (  Once you’ve checked in, you can drop bags off in the dorm rooms, relax a bit, and report back to the Hemmingson Center, where the COG (cafeteria) is now located on the 2nd floor.  Dinner will be served in two shifts – one starting at 4:30, and one at 5:00. 
Please make every effort to arrive well before 4:00.  If you know you will be late, please call me on my cell (360-789-1000) so I am able to plan accordingly for your arrival.  If you arrive after 5:30, you may miss dinner.  
WHERE TO PARK:  At Gonzaga, you may park in any of the lots that are NOT red.  There are also garages under

Coughlin Hall and attached to the BARC (where we ate last year).  If you choose to drive to the INB/Convention Center, you will have to pay to park on Friday and Saturday ($10/day at the Exhibit Hall parking garage and at the Grand parking garage).  Buses may stay parked on Gonzaga’s campus overnight and park behind the Convention Center Exhibit Hall during conference hours.   There is a pick-up/drop-off area in front of the INB (our main venue).  
GETTING TO THE VENUE:  Each group is responsible for transporting its own members between Gonzaga and the INB/Spokane Convention Center.  Centennial Trail is a path that borders the river and takes about 20 minutes to walk between the two destinations.  Steubenville NW volunteers will be joining Spokane’s Downtown Security Ambassadors in patrolling the trail between 10:30 and 11:45 on Friday and Saturday.  Please bring a flashlight if you are going to be walking the trail.  Youth MUST be accompanied by a chaperone when on the trail.  Alternatively, you may drive back and forth, but you’ll have to pay for parking.
Please note:  No outside people will be allowed at any of the Masses during the conference.  ALL conference events are limited to those wearing name badges.  PLEASE enforce this rule with your group members.  They MUST wear their badges at all times while at the conference venue.  The door ushers have been instructed to deny entrance to anyone without a badge for security purposes.  We are not using wristbands this year, so
the name tag lanyard is your ONLY admittance.

ADDRESSES:

Gonzaga University Hemmingson Center (check-in point):  702 E DeSmet, Spokane  99202
INB (main venue):  334 West Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane  99201
May God bless you on your final preparations and protect you on your trip.  Please call/email me if you have any questions. 
For His Glory,

Peggy Martinez

Steubenville Northwest

360-789-1000

spiritusministries.peggy@gmail.com
www.spiritusnw.org










P.S.  There will be another event at the Convention Center and your teens may be exposed to people dressed

in costume.  Although this may be distracting, their presence is not expected to impact our conference at all.





