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Steuppnyille,




  

(All adult participants must submit this form to your Group Leader/Youth Minister prior to the 
2012 Steubenville NW Conference 
ALL Group Leaders and Chaperones must read, understand, agree, sign and return this form with their liability forms. 
Basic Role of Chaperones 
Chaperones must be 21 years of age or older, of good moral character and judgment. 

Chaperones must meet the requirements of their local diocese for working with youth, and by signing this form agree to comply with their local Diocesan Child Protection Polices. 

For the safety and well being of all conference participants and volunteers, the Steubenville Northwest team and Spiritus Ministries NW depend on the adult chaperones to help facilitate order and to serve as a network of support for the youth. It is important that the chaperones be an example of obedience and cooperation with the policies and procedures as well as with our staff and volunteers on site. 

This weekend is challenging both physically and spiritually. Because of this, it is recommended that chaperones be in good health. It is a time of deep ministry and small group time. Chaperones should feel comfortable directing, sharing, and praying with their youth. 

The primary role of the chaperone is to minister to the teens. This cannot happen if you are not with them. As a chaperone you must accompany your teens at all times during the weekend. 

Chaperones must be aware of their youth’s needs at all times, take time to help them deal with any confusion. Make sure they are eating their meals and drinking enough water. 

Youths must be accompanied by a chaperone at all times while at Spokane Convention Center and at Gonzaga University campus, including anytime they are in the dorms. 

Chaperones agree to not take youth off campus while at the conference. In the case of an emergency, call 911, then Conference Center staff. 
Detailed Chaperone Responsibilities 
ALCOHOL AND DRUGS 

All state laws concerning alcohol and drugs (including tobacco) will be strictly enforced. 

Possession and/or consumption of alcohol and/or drugs are not permitted on site during the conference. 

All conference site buildings are smoke-free buildings.
 APPROPRIATE DRESS 

Group leaders and chaperones are expected to communicate these expectations to the youth before the conference and to enforce the dress code at the conference: 
Spokane can be hot in the summer; however, all participants are expected to dress in a fashion that represents modesty and good taste, respecting other participants and our Lord. As such, clothing must cover all undergarments and midriffs, and be free from vulgar and/or distasteful language.
 CONDUCT 

It is expected that youth and adults will follow the directions of ALL Conference Staff, Security, and Volunteers. 

Any instances of lack of cooperation or insubordination will not be tolerated and will be subject to appropriate discipline. 

All discipline problems regarding teenage participants will be brought to the attention of their Group Leader. 

All alcohol, drugs, tobacco, and weapons are prohibited from the conference. 

All state and local laws concerning alcohol, drugs, tobacco, and weapons will be strictly enforced. 

Violators will be subject to appropriate discipline and legal procedures. 
UP-BUILDING SPEECH 

Participants are expected to use positive and up-building speech during the conference. 

Foul and abusive language will not be permitted. 
GUESTS 

Only registered participants are allowed to participate in the Steubenville Northwest Youth Conference. NO unregistered guests are allowed either in the dorms or at the conference sessions at the Spokane Convention Center.
HOUSING 

Housing will be dorm style at Gonzaga University. At no time are youth participants to be in the housing facility without a chaperone. Please remind participants not to bring valuables. 

Chaperones are responsible for making sure that teen participants are in their rooms at curfew time. Chaperones should be the last to fall asleep. 

No males may enter the dorms of the female participants. No females may enter the dorms of the male participants. 

We are guests at Gonzaga University and we ask that each dorm be left in the same condition that it is found. Any damage and lost dorm keys are the financial responsibility of the Group Leader.
HEALTH ISSUES
In the event of a medical emergency call 911 immediately. Then please contact the Conference First Aid or Conference Security. 

For non-emergency medical needs, all participants will be directed to Conference First Aid Center. This center is available during conference event hours. Any special needs should be reported to the conference staff prior to check-in. 

Spokane can be hot during the summer. Please remind all youth participants to drink lots of water to prevent dehydration. 
LIGHTS OUT 

All youth and adults must be in the dorms by 11:30pm. Lights out is midnight. An atmosphere of quiet and respect is expected at this time. Please be courteous of other groups and adhere to the lights out schedule... 

Chaperones, in pairs of two, must complete room checks to account for all youth in their group. Notify the conference staff about any missing youth or emergencies immediately. 
PARTICIPANTS 

Youth participants are those youth who are currently in high school, will graduate or just graduated from high school in May or June, or who are entering 9th grade in the upcoming fall. 

· Young adults are those who are at least a year out of high school, but not yet 21 (and therefore NOT eligible to
 chaperone).  They serve as assistants to their Group Leader.
Chaperones must be at least 21 at the time of the conference and meet the requirements of their local diocese for working with youth. The Group Leader is considered a Chaperone.  There must be at least one adult chaperone per 8 youth participants. Each gender must have appropriate chaperone ratios. 
Chaperones and Group Leaders need to be sure that all conference participants (youth, young adults, chaperones, and group leaders) are present at scheduled sessions during the conference, and in appropriate places following the evening sessions. 

At no time should a youth leave the conference site without an adult chaperone. Adults should not take youth off site, except in the case of emergency. 

Please do not bring excessive chaperones as this limits the space available for high school aged youth. 
SAVING SEATS 

In all fairness, seating is first come first serve for all sessions. Signs or items of any type cannot be used to reserve seats. To reserve one row, there must be one person at each end of the row. One person cannot reserve an entire row. 

Participants with special needs will be allowed to enter meeting halls prior to the beginning of sessions with one assistant. 
YOUNG CHILDREN 

 Please DO NOT BRING infants and small children to the conference.  You will be better able to focus on your youth and minister to them knowing that your own children are well cared for at home, plus the youth won’t be distracted by the adorable kiddos.  Thank you for understanding the importance of this rule.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read the above policies and agree to uphold them to the best of my ability during the Steubenville Northwest Youth Conference.
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Group Leader or  Chaperone Signature                                              Date
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