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Greetings Steubenville Northwest Group Leaders,

	Grace and peace to all of you!  We enthusiastically invite you to join us the weekend of July 27—29, 2012 as we gather for another incredible Steubenville NW conference.  Last year we hosted 1100 participants, and hope to surpass that number this year.  Everyone who brings a friend who has never been to a Steubenville NW conference before gets his/her name put in a drawing for a free conference registration next year!!  
	This year, our theme is “The Eighth Day,” drawn from the CCC and Holy Scripture.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 349 states:
“The eighth day.  But for us a new day has dawned: 	the day of Christ’s Resurrection.  The seventh day 	completes the first creation.  The eighth 
begins the new creation.  Thus, the work of creation culminates in the 
greater work of redemption.  The first creation finds its meaning and its 
summit in the new creation in  Christ, the splendor of which surpasses
		that of the first creation.”
We will journey into the reality of Christ’s redemption and what it means for our lives today! And as we enter into the many challenges we face as Christians today, Isaiah 43:1 reminds us to fear not! Our God, who created us, is calling us by name, offering us the gift of redemption, and claiming us for Himself to protect and love. Join us summer 2012 to dive deeper into this great love!   
Please visit our website for all the necessary information and forms for registration.  Don’t hesitate to contact the office if you need hard copies sent to you and/or if you have any questions or concerns.  We love to hear from you!  We will keep you updated via emails and web postings, so be sure to check both frequently.
	We strive to make Steubenville NW a place in which you can do what you do best: minister to teens!  If there is any way we can help you with this, just let us know.
	Thank you for your continued commitment to our youth and support of Spiritus Ministries and Steubenville Northwest.  May you and your loved ones be blessed as we begin this new year.

In all you do, be God’s,


Peggy Martinez					Bob Falkner
Conference Coordinator				Regional Organizer, Steubenville NW

PO Box 7710 Olympia, WA  98502 • www.spiritusnw.org • FAX 360-584-9703
spiritusministries.peggy@gmail.com • 360-789-1000     spiritusministries.bob@gmail.com • 360-789-1265

CHECKLIST FOR GROUP LEADERS
 
JANUARY 1, 2012 — GROUP REGISTRATION OPENS
_____Keep updated with emails and www.spiritusnw.org
_____Begin promoting for this year’s conference
EARLY SPRING
_____Submit Group Registration Form with NON-REFUNDABLE 
	$50 deposit per person.  (This deposit is NON-T	RANSFERABLE to your final balance)
_____Use Registration Change Form for any additions or changes to your group.

MAY 31, 2012
_____GROUP DEPOSIT DUE IF NOT ALREADY SUBMITTED
_____Submit Priest Registration Forms
_____ Increase! Service Project Registration Form due
JUNE 30, 2012
_____Submit the NON-REFUNDABLE final payment of $145 per person.
Submit ALL paperwork:
_____	Liability/Med Release Forms — ALL participants
_____	Group Leader/Chap Policy Sig. Page— Adults Only
_____	Housing Form— Group Leader
_____	Bus Driver Housing Form (if applicable) - Group Leader
_____T-shirt order Forms
	NOTE:  2012 Steubenville NW Conference T-shirts will only be 
	available by pre-order this year.  They will not be sold at the 
	Conference bookstore.  Please indicate your interest in
	ordering these non-personalized shirts on the Group Reg. Form.
	You may contact Bob at RaisetheBarDesigns@gmail.com to order 
	personalized shirts for your group.
______Bring-A-Friend Form

 





 
HOW DO I REGISTER MY GROUP
 
All SNW conference participants must be pre-registered as groups.  There will be NO on-site registration.  We encourage you to register as soon as possible since dorm housing space is limited!  The total cost of the conference is $195 per participant (Group Leader, Chaperone, Young Adult, Youth).  This covers conference activities, five meals, and two nights’ lodging in Gonzaga University dorms.  This year, an optional sack lunch for Sunday will be available for purchase by pre-ordering.  Please indicate the number needed on the Group Registration Form.
 
STEP 1
GROUP LEADER COMPLETES A GROUP REGISTRATION FORM
1. Click on Group Registration Form to open document
2. Complete form online 
3. Save to your computer
4. Print
5. Sign
6. Send in with deposit to address indicated
Changes in Group numbers:
1. Click on Group Registration Change Form
2. Complete form online—Be sure to fill it out completely, including the date
3. Continue with process above
STEP 2
PARTICIPANTS COMPLETE THEIR PAPERWORK AND TURN IN TO GROUP LEADER (see next page)
STEP 3
GROUP LEADER SUBMITS ALL PAPERWORK AND PAYMENTS
 

HOW DO PARTICIPANTS REGISTER
 
Every SNW conference participant must be a member of a registered group.  The Group Leader is responsible for submitting all required paperwork and conference fees.  Each category of participant must submit specific forms, which are available online at www.spiritusnw.org.
1. Find appropriate category (e.g. Chaperone, Youth, Group Leader, Young Adult)
2. Click on button
3. Read and complete form online 
4. Save to your computer
5. Print
6. Sign
7. Turn in to your Group Leader 
8. Repeat process if your category has additional buttons

GROUP LEADERS MUST SUBMIT ALL PAPERWORK BY JUNE 30, 2012 (sooner would be even nicer!)
 
 
 
PARTICIPANT  CATEGORIES
 
GROUP LEADERS :: The adult responsible for the entire group, usually the youth minister of the parish youth group. The Group Leader is the contact person during the registration process and during the conference weekend.  He or she is submits all paperwork and payments to our office.
CHAPERONES ::  Adults over the age of 21 who accompany a group to assist the Group Leader.  Adults are required in a ratio of 1:8 to youth.  This ratio must be gender-specific for dorm supervision at night.  
YOUTH ::  Teens entering 9th grade through those who graduated in 2012.
YOUNG ADULTS ::  Those who graduated from high school in 2010 or 2011, but are not yet 21, and therefore too young to serve as Chaperones.  They assist the Group Leaders as small group leaders, but DO NOT HAVE CHAPERONE RESPONSIBILITIES and do not count in the chaperone to youth  ratio.  
PRIESTS ::  Priests are VERY important to Steubenville NW.  They are a wonderful witness and their presence helps young people consider religious vocations.  We  remain greatly in need of priests during the weekend to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation.,  and encourage all groups to invite and bring your priest with you!  
Remember….we waive all fees for priests and seminarians!
VOLUNTEERS ::  Each year, close to 100 generous individuals work as conference volunteers. To join this amazing group, see the website for the volunteer registration forms and requirements. 
 
 We ask that infants and small children are not brought to the conference venue.  Although we love and support family time, conference participants need to focus on the messages being presented with as few distractions as possible.  Thank you for respecting this policy. 
 

PAYMENT 
Cost for the weekend is $195 per participant, including Group Leaders, Chaperones, Young Adults, and Youth.  This covers all conference activities, two nights’ lodging in Gonzaga University dorms, and five meals.  An optional Sunday box lunch provided by Subway is available for $5 by pre-ordering on Friday at registration.  Please indicate your interest (no commitment) in this option on the Group Registration Form.
	The Group Leader must make the initial deposit payment with either ONE check or money order.  Please do not send multiple personal checks.  Checks should be made payable to Spiritus Ministries or Steubenville NW.  Please state clearly the Group Leader’s name on the check.  Credit/Debit cards are not accepted at this time.  The deposit for all participants is due by May 31, 2012.  Confirmation of receipt of payment will be sent via email.  The remaining $145 balance per person is due by June 30, 2012.  Again, please send one check to cover everyone in your group.  
REFUNDS:  Due to overwhelming demand and the need for advance planning, we require a definite commitment from participants.  THEREFORE, ALL PAYMENTS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE AND NON-TRANSFERRABLE.  THE DEPOSITS FROM ANY CANCELLED SPOTS MAY NOT BE APPLIED TOWARD THE PAYMENT OF THE BALANCE FOR THE REST OF THE GROUP.  Failure to pay in full by June 30 may result in forfeiture of your housing spots so we may accommodate any overflow of people waiting to attend.

 LEAD LEADERSHIP, EVANGELIZATION, and DISCIPLESHIP 
LEAD is an amazing leadership training opportunity for high school juniors and seniors who have attended a previous Steubenville HS Youth Conference.  These teens arrive the week before the conference, during which time they are guided by adult youth ministers in learning more about their faith, the Sacraments, prayer, service, and evangelism with the intention that they return home to help their peers and be leaders in their schools and parishes.  Please encourage all of your youth to consider this opportunity of service.  For more information, please contact Bob Falkner at 
spiritusministries.bob@gmail.com or 360-789-1265.  
We also have a link to LEAD on our website: www.spiritusnw.org



BRING-A-FRIEND PROGRAM
Every youth who brings someone new to Steubenville NW gets his/her name entered into a drawing to win a free conference registration for next year.  Group Leaders, please submit names on Bring-A-Friend form on the website.


 
TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN VENUES 
Every day we will be traveling between Gonzaga University and the Spokane Convention Center complex (approx 1.5 miles away).  Each group is responsible for the transportation of its own participants.  Group Leaders may choose to drive cars, bus, or walk the short trip.  For those who drive back and forth, parking at the Convention Center will cost approximately $5-$10 each day per vehicle.  There is no charge for buses.  We will provide patrols between 10:30 and 11:30pm for those groups who choose to take the 20-minute walk along the Centennial Trail, a pathway between the complex and the University.  Primary responsibility for all youth remains with the Chaperones and Group Leaders at all times




HOUSING AND PACKING 
Housing will be in dorms on the Gonzaga University campus.  Each room may accommodate up to three youth.  There are two beds per room, and one person may sleep on the floor.  A same-gender adult chaperone will be assigned a room on the same floor as his/her youth.  Group Leaders and Chaperones are expected to supervise their youth throughout the night.  Young adults will be housed with their groups this year.  Group Leaders and Chaperones will be assigned two to a room; and some randomly a single room.
	Everyone will definitely need a sleeping bag or BEDDING, a PILLOW, TOILETRIES, TOWELS, and SOAP for the restrooms.  A mattress is provided on each of the beds, but nothing else in the dorm room.  You may want an air mattress if you’ll be on the floor.  You are also welcome (and encouraged) to bring a FAN for your room!  The weather is typically very warm to hot.  The conference is located next to Riverfront Park, where we will be enjoying our meals, so bring FRISBEES, balls for playing catch, etc.  And don’t forget spending MONEY for the bookstore!!  Plus, if you are planning on walking the trail at night, bring a FLASHLIGHT!  	
 
INCREASE! SERVICE PROJECT 
Spiritus Ministries is offering an opportunity for groups to share with the community of Spokane with INCREASE!, a two-day service project based on the scripture verse, He must increase, I must decrease.  This year, we will meet Sunday afternoon, and work Monday and Tuesday following the conference.  The cost will be approximately $80 per person and will cover breakfasts and lunches both days, as well as housing at Gonzaga Sunday and Monday nights.  Details will be posted on the website as they become finalized.  Please indicate your interest on your Group Registration Form.


 
SILVERWOOD THEME PARK 
Each year, approximately 17 parishes (around 350 youth) that attend Steubenville NW, meet up the Thursday before the Steubenville Conference at the Silverwood Theme Park right outside of Coeur d’Alene, ID for a day of fun. Located 30-45 minutes from Spokane, Silverwood is part amusement park and part water park. It’s a great day full of thrill rides, carnival rides and games, water slides and more.  
	This year, the Silverwood trip will be Thursday, July 26th. This trip is approximately $44 per person (price varies each year) and includes: early entrance to Coaster Alley at 10am (Coaster Alley opens to the public at 11am), entrance to both Coaster Alley and the Boulders Beach Water Park, lunch, dinner, and unlimited fountain drinks throughout the park. Optional costs throughout the day include locker rentals ($8 cash) at the water park (highly recommended, innertube rentals ($5-$7 cash), and any snacks.
	Youth groups usually make arrangements to stay overnight on Thursday at parishes or schools local to the Coeur d’Alene and Spokane areas.  For more information and to register as part of our group, please contact Kristin Gay at kgay@stpiusx-pdx.org.
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